PSYC12–-Psychology of Prejudice

Term Paper

DUE: Thursday March 23, 2017, 11:59pm
Length: 6-8 double-spaced pages, 12 Times-New Roman font, 1 inch margins
Format: Formal Essay

Number of sources needed in paper: 3 (including textbook, if desired)

Due Date: March 23, 2017, 11:59pm. Late papers will be docked 5% per day (starting at 12:00am on March 24th)
Location: Papers to be submitted online via turnitin.com. Hard copies of papers will not be accepted, nor will emailed papers
Purpose
For this paper, you’re asked to describe a situation or case that involves prejudice and then analyze it using the terms and theories we learned in class.  The purpose of this paper is that you apply something you’ve learned in class to a situation/case of your choosing that involves prejudice. Show me that you understand some of the concepts we’ve discussed in class by applying it.
 Topics to discuss/analyze
You can choose any situation or example you like, the only constraint is that it depicts prejudice: It could be a particular scene from the movie “Crash” that depicts a police officer racially profiling a Black driver or it could be a news story you read about in the newspaper where a neighbourhood is up-in-arms over a Muslim community’s plans for a Mosque.  You can be creative and original in what topic you choose, as long as it contains some interaction involving prejudice.  Some other examples might be the uproar about the rise in White Nationalism in the US, discussions of carding (i.e., racial profiling) of Black men by the Toronto police, or Don Cherry’s latest rant on Coach’s Corner. 
Format and Writing
Once you’ve chosen your situation/case, you’ll need to describe it in some detail so that someone who is unfamiliar with it could understand it, and then analyze it with the terms and theories we discussed in class.  The theories you want to use in your analysis are completely up to you and could include things like: the phenomenon of subtyping, personality differences in prejudice, implicit prejudice, the effects of stigmatization on self-esteem, stereotype threat, etc.

For example, earlier in the semester I discussed a recent news story about a suburb of Houston objecting to plans for a Mosque (see: http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,235258,00.html). I could select this as my situation or case and then would describe the situation in enough detail and then analyze it.  For example, I could cite the suburb’s objections on grounds of drainage and traffic as an indication of modern prejudice.

Requirements
Your paper should be presented in the form of an essay that is about 6-8-pages long, double spaced (in Times New Roman 12 format, with 1 inch margins).  Please cite references using proper APA format.  Also, you’ll need to cite at least three primary sources (i.e. original articles not the textbook; you can use chapters from our text on stereotype threat or articles from the class reader; newspaper articles and movie citations don’t count). 

Your essay should contain four sections: 


1) An in-depth description of the theory (or theories) or phenomenon that you will use to analyze your situation or case.  Although you should consult the textbook for this, it will also be important to read and cite primary sources as you describe and explain the theory or phenomenon. Approximately 2-3 pages.

2) Detailed description of your situation or case.  That is summarize the case, addressing the who, what, when, where of the situation, focusing on what is significant. Please describe this so that someone who is unfamiliar with the story could understand what happened. Also, please make sure to cite your source in APA format (e.g. newspaper article, movie, etc.). Approximately 1-2 pages.

3) A detailed and focused analysis of how your chosen situation can be explained by an understanding of the psychology of prejudice.  This is the most important section and it is here that you will apply the terms used or theories learned in class to analyze your chosen situation or case. Approximately 2-3 pages

4) A reference section on which you list the literature you cite.  You need to consult at least 3 external sources (e.g. journal articles, books, textbook, etc.).  1 page
Logistics
Normally, you will be required to submit their paper to Turnitin.com for a review of textual similarity and detection of possible plagiarism. In doing so, you will allow their essays to be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database, where they will be used solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. The terms that apply to the University's use of the Turnitin.com service are described on the Turnitin.com web site.

The paper is due on Thursday March 23, 2017 by 11:59pm noon and to be submitted via turnitin.com.  E-mail copies of papers will not be accepted.  Late papers will be docked 5% for each day they’re late.
Before submitting your papers, login to your turnitin.com account (see document in course materials for a quick guide to turnitin), enter our class code (14194319), and class password (inzlicht), and then go to assignment, look for terms paper and submit. Note that the password is case sensitive, so no capitals. Also note, that since there are possibly two paper assignments (one term paper and one bonus paper), please make sure to submit this as a term paper.
